
 

Redefining South Africanism: A conversation on identity,
diversity and progress

Rich Minisi and Chrispin Phiri share insights on South African identity in a changing world.

As South Africa commemorates Heritage Month, the nation is engaging in a profound dialogue about its evolving identity in
an ever-changing global landscape. In a captivating conversation on the LiveBeyond podcast, two influential voices, Rich
Mnisi and Chrispin Phiri, brought their unique perspectives to the forefront, shedding light on the complex and vibrant
tapestry of South Africanism.

Rich Mnisi, an internationally acclaimed fashion guru, and Chrispin Phiri, the spokesperson for the Minister of Justice and
Correctional Services, may come from different worlds, but they share a common thread of resilience and cultural pride.
Their insights reflect the ongoing journey of South Africa in defining what it means to be South African.

A fashionable expression of identity

Rich Mnisi, proudly identifying as Tsonga, hails from a diverse background where fashion was a central form of self-
expression. He discussed how he transformed his early experiences of shame into a powerful celebration of his heritage
through his globally renowned fashion brand. Mnisi's vibrant clothing serves as a testament to the rich tapestry of Tsonga
culture and South African diversity.

A tale of resilience and cultural pride

Chrispin Phiri, a Tsonga with deep South African roots, emphasised the importance of acknowledging Tsonga culture and
heritage during Heritage Month. He highlighted the historical struggle against apartheid's divisive constructs and stressed
the ongoing journey to define South Africanness.

South Africa's unique strength: Diversity

Both guests emphasised that South Africa's strength lies in its diversity, with South Africanism defined by its inclusive
culture. They expressed that South Africans are eager for opportunities to express themselves and be heard, reflecting the
nation's relentless drive for progress.

Phiri asserted that South Africa is not merely catching up with the world but actively shaping its own narrative on the global
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stage. Notable South African figures in various fields, such as Thebe Magugu, Black Coffee, and Pretty Yende, have made
significant contributions, showcasing the nation's determination to forge its path forward.

Mnisi underscored the importance of embracing South African culture and fostering opportunities for self-expression. He
praised South Africa's creativity and its unique ability to tackle adversity with humor and resilience, uniting even in
challenging times.

Despite the challenges South Africa faces, both guests agreed that the nation possesses the ingenuity to overcome
obstacles. South Africa stands out, not as a country catching up with the world but as one shaping its identity and destiny
amidst a changing global landscape.

People define South Africanism

In their dialogue, Phiri and Mnisi emphasised that South Africanism is not solely defined by its leaders but by its people.
South Africans are renowned for their resilience, humour, and cultural diversity, creating a unique spirit that shines through
their creativity.

As South Africa navigates the complexities of the modern world, its people remain firmly rooted in their vibrant culture,
proud of their diversity, and determined to create a more inclusive and prosperous future. Heritage Month serves as a
reminder of the richness of South African culture and the resilience of its people, both at home and on the global stage.

In the grand tapestry of South Africanism, it is evident that the nation continues to evolve, adapt, and flourish, redefining
itself with every step into the future.

The LiveBeyond podcast hosted by renowned broadcaster, Uveka Rangappa, captures the stories of game changers –
individuals who have reshaped narratives, forged new paths, and soared to new heights.

The topics explored in this podcast encompass a wide array of important issues, ranging from economic empowerment and
career advancement to sports and mental health.

In a recent episode of LiveBeyond, featuring Stavos Nicola and Pearl Pillay as hosts, the podcast delved into the current
state of South Africa during Heritage Month. The discussion explored the question of whether South Africa remains a
source of national pride. It touched upon the opportunities available to young people as well as the challenges that often
drive emigration as South Africans seek better prospects abroad. Additionally, the episode delved into the enduring legacy
of Nelson Mandela and questioned whether young South Africans still regard him as a hero.



Looking ahead to episode seven, titled "The New SA Revolution: What are we known for today?" the podcast will be graced
by the presence of two distinguished guests: Trudy Theledi Zulu, an award-winning entrepreneur and clothing designer,
and Ciko Thomas, Nedbank's managing executive. Together, they will dissect the contemporary South African landscape,
shedding light on entrepreneurship, fashion design, and the intricacies of the banking world.

Meanwhile, episode eight, titled "Redefining South Africanism," promises an equally compelling discussion. This episode
will feature Pilani Bubu, a Sama Award-winning singer and songwriter, and J Something, a multifaceted talent known for his
musical prowess, culinary skills, and success as a restaurateur. Their collective insights will delve into the captivating
evolution of South African identity and its profound impact on the nation's cultural tapestry.
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