
 

Have your say on multi-stakeholders forum on pollution

The department of forestry, fisheries and the environment has invited members of the public to comment on the Draft Terms
of Reference for the establishment of a multi-stakeholders forum in relation to the pollution incident at the UPL Warehouse
in Cornubia, KwaZulu-Natal.

In July this year during the looting and destruction of properties in Gauteng and KZN, the UPL Warehouse caught fire and
resulted in air pollution.

Following the incident, the minister of forestry, fisheries and the environment, Barbara Creecy, announced on 3 October
that the draft terms of reference to establish the multi-stakeholder forum in line with the recommendation of the portfolio
committee during its visit to the site in August had been developed to ensure that affected communities are fully briefed on
all developments.

Forum established to encourage public participation

The forum will ensure meaningful engagement between authorities and the public, and act amongst others as a conduit for
the dissemination of information to communities affected by this incident.

https://www.bizcommunity.com/


The minister and the KwaZulu-Natal MEC for economic development, tourism and environmental affairs, Ravi Pillay, have
directed that a stakeholders’ forum be established keeping in mind that the public has a right to be informed on matters that
affect their health and wellbeing and to participate in decisions that affect them.

The forum’s establishment is also being established on the basis that the relevant authorities have an obligation to disclose
information that is in the public interest as far as such information affects the environment, that the public to has a right to
ensure organs of state are held accountable for the discharge of their statutory obligations and that the relevant authorities
must ensure that the information imparted to the public is accurate, serves the public interest by its disclosure.

The proposed forum will:

A copy of the draft terms of reference can be accessed here

The closing date for comment is 16:00 on Monday, 11 October 2021, and the final document is to be released on
Monday, 18 October 2021.

Stakeholders are invited to distribute the draft document to interested parties who might not have access to email or to pass
on the contact details below to enable them to obtain their own copy.

Until the forum is established and has its own secretariat, enquiries can be directed to Jane Tennet of HSG Attorneys - 
az.oc.cnigsh@enaj . Jeremy Ridl - independent specialist consultant to HSG Attorneys will oversee the process and prepare

the final document with stakeholder input - moc.liamg@55ldiraj .

 
For more, visit: https://www.bizcommunity.com

6,000 people sign petition demanding City of Cape Town comes clean on water quality
26 Aug 2021

Be inclusive and representative of all stakeholders;
Create an environment for interested and affected parties to engage meaningfully with each other, the authorities and
UPL;
Make coordinated input into all relevant processes, studies and investigations being undertaken on all aspects of the
pollution incident;
Maintain a repository of all relevant information, including all reports generated during the compliance and clean-up
processes, past, present and future;
Be managed independently of government and UPL by a committee chosen by stakeholders.

Gqeberha families have been housed on land polluted by methane gas, but municipality won't
explain what's going on
Mkhuseli Sizani  17 Sep 2021

https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/703/219411.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/ContentShare.aspx?ct=1&ci=219411
https://www.environment.gov.za/sites/default/files/docs/proposalmultistakeholderforum_UPLincident.pdf
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/703/220199.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/ContentShare.aspx?ct=1&ci=220199
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