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Animals in entertainment: What are their rights?

By Rui Lopes and Jaimin Patel 21 Dec 2023

Historically animals have been used in entertainment for centuries, from circuses and zoos to rodeos and horse racing.
However, there is a growing awareness of the welfare concerns associated with using animals for purposes of
entertainment.
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Animal welfare in the entertainment industry has long been a topic of controversy worldwide. While the allure and ostensible
societal benefits of the entertainment industry are undeniable, the ethical treatment of animals involved in various forms of
entertainment is of paramount importance, and should be safeguarded.

South Africa, with its rich cultural heritage and diverse wildlife, is no exception. In this article, we delve into the specifics of
animal welfare laws in South Africa as well as the challenges and successes in safeguarding the rights of animals in the
realm of entertainment.

The global perspective

Before we turn our focus to South Africa, it's important to understand the global context of animal welfare in entertainment.
Across the world, there has been a growing recognition of the need to protect animals used in entertainment. Prominent
cases of animal cruelty and exploitation have sparked international outrage and led to a re-evaluation of the industry's
practices.

The recognition of animals as sentient beings with rights has led to the development and implementation of various laws and

regulations designed to ensure their welfare. These regulations span different aspects of entertainment, from circuses and
zoos to film and tourism.

Legislative framework in South Africa

South Africa has not remained idle when it comes to protecting animal welfare in the entertainment industry. The country
has established a comprehensive legislative framework aimed at safeguarding the rights and well-being of animals used in
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entertainment.

Among the key laws are:

The Animal Protection Act: This act outlines the general principles and provisions related to the welfare of animals. It
prohibits the cruelty and neglect of animals, ensuring that they are not subjected to unnecessary suffering.

The Performing Animals Protection Act: This act specifically deals with animals used in performances, including
circuses and shows. It regulates their treatment, housing, and transportation, and prescribes strict standards for their care.

The National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act: This act is particularly important for the protection of
wildlife and the regulation of activities involving indigenous fauna and flora, which includes the use of animals in tourism.

Legalities of owning a tiger in SA

Challenges and concerns

While the necessary legal framework is in place, the enforcement and implementation of these laws have faced challenges.
Instances of animal abuse and exploitation have come to light, highlighting the need for more robust enforcement
mechanisms and public awareness.

Inadequate resources, insufficient inspections, and limited capacity for monitoring the treatment of animals in various
entertainment sectors have all contributed to these challenges. Public education is also crucial in addressing these issues,
as awareness can drive change.

Successful cases and best practices

Despite these challenges, there has been notable progress in promoting animal welfare in the South African entertainment
industry. Some wildlife sanctuaries, zoos, and animal welfare organisations have created sustainable precedents by
prioritising the well-being of the animals in their care.

Collaboration between governmental bodies, NGOs, and the private sector has been instrumental in improving animal

welfare standards globally. These partnerships have led to positive changes, demonstrating that it is possible to balance
entertainment and animal welfare.

Future directions and recommendations
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To further enhance animal welfare in South African entertainment, there is a need for stricter enforcement of existing laws
and regulations, with a particular focus on effective monitoring and inspections. Public support for these efforts is essential,
and consumers should be encouraged to make choices that prioritise animal welfare. After all, awareness drives change.

Moreover, it's essential to explore alternative forms of entertainment that do not involve the use of animals. Promoting these
alternatives can reduce the demand for animal-based entertainment.

In conclusion, animal welfare in South African entertainment is an evolving landscape. While the nation has made

significant strides in implementing laws to protect animals, challenges persist. Continued efforts, collaboration, and public
engagement are necessary to ensure that the entertainment industry respects the rights and well-being of animals.
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